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· Introduction to topic

Describe here the topic you wish to cover and what your major sources will be.
· Thesis Statement

Try to provide a clear statement of what your central argument will be and how you will develop it.

· Significance of the topic

Summarise previous research in this area and/or literature relevant to the topic so that you can make a statement placing your proposed thesis in relation to what has already been produced on your precise topic.  How, for example, will your thesis contribute to the existing literature?  
· Your approach to the material

Outline how you pursue your research, indicating the critical and theoretical basis for your investigation.  
· How you will structure your thesis  
Provide an outline of the chapters, showing how you will divide your material around major aspects/texts and develop your argument
· How you will conduct your research and what resources are required
Indicate the nature of the work that needs to be done (reading secondary literature, archival work, interviews, application to ethics committee approval where necessary); any travel that might be required; any special equipment that is crucial; the extent of recourse to interloaned material
· Working Bibliography

This should include both primary and secondary materials (as appropriate) and conform to the MLA format
· Timetable

Provide a work schedule, indicating periods for research and writing and deadlines for the submission of draft and final chapters and the penultimate draft of the entire thesis
· Who has been consulted about the project

Submit proposal and standardized agreement with supervisors to:  HOS or Postgraduate Coordinator, School of Culture, Literature and Society for signature. 
Then submit to: 
Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences, College of Arts, within 2 months of date of enrolment along with the standard form “Application for Approval of Registration of Master’s Research Proposal”, available from the Student Administration website, 






http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/acad/phdtheses.shtml.  
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